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SECRET STATE 202057 


NODIS 


FOLLOWING REPEAT USUN 3150 ACTION SECSTATE DANTED AUG 8, 1978. 

QUOTE: SECRET USUN NEW YORK 03150 

NODIS 

DEPARTMENT PASS AMEMBASSY BEIRUT IMMEDIATE, AMEMBASSY 
DAMASCUS IMMEDIATE, AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV IMMEDIATE, AND 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM IMMEDIATE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MARR, MILL XF, IS, LE 

SUBJECT: UNIFIL/IDF MEETING ON SITUATION IN SOUTHERN 
LEBANON 

1 . URQUHART PHONED LEONARD AUGUST 9 AT FIVE P.M. TO 
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PROVIDE HIM WITH ACCOUNT OF MEETING THIS MORNING BETWEEN 
UNIFIL AND IDF ON THE SITUATION IN SOUTHERN LEBANON. 
PARTICIPANTS FOR UNIFIL WERE ERSKINE, CUQ, AND AIME; ON 
ISRAELI SIDE EITAN AND BEN GAL. URQUHART WAS QUITE 
AGITATED AND CHARACTERIZED THIS DISCUSSION AS THE WORST 
YET WITH THE IDF, SETTING BACK CURRENT EFFORTS TO PLACE 
LAF BATTALION AT TIBNIN AND MAKING IT CLEAR TO HIM THAT 
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IDF WAS SABOTAGING EFFORTS OF UNIFIL AND GOL TO TRY TO 
STABILIZE THE SITUATION IN SOUTHERN LEBANON. 

2. READING FROM THE CABLE HE HAD RECEIVED FROM ERSKINE, 
URQUHART DESCRIBED OPENING PRESENTATION BY UNIFIL 
EMPHASIZING IMPORTANCE OF GETTING LAF BATTALION TO 
TIBNIN, IN ORDER TO HELP RESTORE AUTHORITY OF GOL THROUGH- 
OUT LEBANON. ALSO STRESSED HIGH IMPORTANCE OF ISRAELIS 
GETTING CHRISTIAN MILITIA TO STOP SHOOTING ON UNIFIL AND 
LAF. 

3. EFT AN REPLIED THAT IT WAS OUT OF THE QUESTION FOR THE 
LEBANESE BATTALION TO PASS THROUGH CHRISTIAN ENCLAVE 
ENROUTE TO TIBNIN. THE IDF COULD NOT GUARANTEE THE 
BEHAVIOR OF THE CHRISTIAN MILITIA, WHICH WOULD REGARD 
THE TRANSIT OF THE BATTALION AS PROVOCATIVE. EITAN 
CHARACTERIZED THE COMPOSITION OF THE BATTALION AS PRE- 
DOMINATELY MUSLIM (URQUHART SAID THIS WAS NOT THE CASE) 
AND ALSO REFERRED TO RECENT MARONITE/MUSLIM INCIDENTS 
IN THE NORTH AS REASONS WHY MILITIA WOULD CHALLENGE LAF 
TRANSIT. 

4. ACCORDING TO THE REPORT. EITAN THEN SAID THAT IT WAS 

NO USE TALKING ABOUT LEBANESE SOVEREIGNTY SINCE LEBANON 
HAS ALREADY CEASED TO EXIST. THE IDF, HE SAID, WOULD NOT 
HESITATE IN CHOOSING BETWEEN THE CHRISTIANS AND THE LEBAN- 
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ESE ARMY. IN CONCLUSION, EITAN SAID THE SYMBOLIC 
PRESENCE OF AN LAF BATTALION AT TIBNIN MIGHT HELP, PRO- 
VIDED IT GOT THERE THROUGH SOME OTHER ROUTE. BUT THE IDF 
COULD NOT HELP TO ASSURE THIS OUTCOME NOR ASSURE THEIR 
SAFETY IF THEY GOT THERE. EITAN SAID CHRISTIANS BELIEVE 
THERE IS A "HOLY WAR" UNDER WAY IN LEBANON BETWEEN 
CHRISTIANS AND MOSLEMS AND ISRAELIS CANNOT DO ANYTHING 
ABOUT THIS ADAMANT ATTITUDE. 

5. URQUHART SAID THAT ERSKINE WILL PROVIDE AN ACCOUNT OF 
THIS MEETING TO AHOURY IN BEIRUT ON AUGUST 10. HE CON- 
TEMPLATED, BUT THEN REJECTED, IDEA OF ASKING ERSKINE TO 
WATER-DOWN HIS PRESENTATION TO KHOURY. ALSO DECIDED THERE 
WAS NO USE IN SPEAKING TO ACTING ISRAELI UN DEP PERM REP. 

6. URQUHART AND WE BELIEVE IT IS LIKELY THAT ONCE GOL 
RECEIVES THIS ACCOUNT, IT WILL COME TO CONCLUSION THAT 
ISRAELIS ARE DETERMINED TO FORCE THE BATTALION TO RETURN 
NORTH. THIS CLEARLY WOULD BE A GRAVE PSYCHOLOGICAL SET- 
BACK FOR SARKIS. WE BELIEVE IT QUITE POSSIBLE THAT GOL 
MAY ASK FOR URGENT MEETING OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL WHICH 
WOULD THEN BE HEAVILY ANTI-ISRAELI IN ITS FOCUS. TUENI 
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INDICATED IN CONVERSATION WITH LEONARD YESTERDAY THAT 
BOUTROS HAS BEEN CONSIDERING SERIOUSLY THE POSSIBILITY 
OF CALLING FOR A SC MEETING RATHER THAN LOOKING ON IT AS 
A USEFUL THREAT WHICH COULD ACHIEVE NOTHING IF ACTUALLY 
CARRIED OUT. YOUNG UNQUOTE VANCE 


SECRET 


NNN 
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